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Only a few months after the events of May 1968 in Paris, the French minister of 
Education Edgar Faure authorises the creation of now-famous Centre Universitaire 
Experimental de Vincennes. The campus opened its doors in January 1969 on 
the eastern outskirts of Paris, three months after construction had started. The 
destruction of the building took place in 1980 and lasted a mere three days.

During the decade of its existence, the Centre Universitaire de Vincennes was the 
place of a radical experiment in education and politics, whose participants were 
arguably amongst the most important thinkers of the second half of the XXth century.

On the southern side of Paris, another project started in 1925 and still active today 
proposed a way for housing students: the Cité Internationale Universitaire de Paris 
is home to around 6000 students. Made up of a multitude of structures, the last one 
built on the site was designed by Claude Parent and inaugurated in 1969, almost as 
if the events of the time had halted the expansion of the Cité.
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Intermediate Unit 12 is directed by Taneli Mansikkamäki and Max Turnheim. 

The human mind discovered a means of perpetuating itself which was not only more 
lasting and resistant than architecture but also simpler and easier. Architecture 
was dethroned. The lead characters of Gutenberg succeeded the stone characters 
of Orpheus. The book was to kill the building. –Victor Hugo, translated by John 
Sturrock, Notre-Dame de Paris, 1831

This course continues to explore the seemingly contradictory relationship between 
the universal and singular qualities of a context. 

Centre Universitaire Experimental de Vincennes

Intermediate 12 Projects Review Exhibition 2018
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Maison de l’Iran, Student Housing in Cité Internationale Universitaire de Paris - Claude Parent 1960-68

Centre Universitaire Experimental de Vincennes under demolition in 1980
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During the coming year, Intermediate 12 will focus on student life. 

The two projects mentioned before and their respective historical contexts and 
objectives will serve as a starting point for our investigation around how students 
live, how one distributes knowledge and how architecture conditions these two 
aspects. Albeit, these two historical examples won’t serve as models but rather as 
reference points, objects amongst others against which to compare our proposals.

To speculate on higher education today makes an interesting subject as the 
universities are undergoing important transformations while being forced to perform 
higher financially.

The participating students of the coming year will be designing universities and 
student housing in the present context of political turmoil, ecological crisis and the 
economic instability. 

Rather than projecting a predefined idea of what we generally perceive these 
student years to be, we will start by looking at the everyday life of a student. Unit 
participants are de facto experts on this very subject. We will exploit this strength 
to explore new modes of living for students and reflect on speculative pedagogical 
configurations. Participants will create their unique approach to forming an 
experimental university.

As in the past year, the sites of enquiry will be detached from the immense pressure 
of a city centre and continue to use the possibilities of the edges of the cities, the 
broader territories to give more freedom to experiment on space, ecology and 
economics. Questions relative to pedagogy, modes of living and their relation to 
architecture will be the core of the unit’s investigation.

Methodology

Previous year’s last communal project was to build and modify the Intermediate 12 
Unit Space to perform better. This year we will expand this thought as the unit space 
(because of its pedagogical purpose) is becoming the subject of the unit for a year. 
Pinup will be the primary method of communication within the group as last year’s 

Vincennes Students 1980
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Unit space before Unit space after

1. Tamir Aharoni, 2. Simon Glemser, 3. Sarochinee Wongchotsathit, 4. Romain Conti-Grantéral, 5. Sofia Tabet-Aoul, 6. Ellen Hu, 
7. Christopher Ionnou, 8. Emma Voisin Isdahl, 9. Maya Kleiman, 10. Julian Morisset, 11. Amy Glover, 12. Elisa Commanay.
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Unit Space Before Unit Space After

“The Project That Keeps On Giving” a Common Inter12 Project, 2018
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students have constructed a metallic board which will allow us to have weekly pinup 
sessions and to have the latest versions of the student projects visible at all times. 

Our studio environment in central London is vital to us, and it will be kept free of 
clutter at all times so that a variety of projects can be imagined in the space without 
being taken over by the existing physical space or other people’s belongings. This 
space will be the platform where we speculate on new unit spaces and experimental 
universities.

Term 1 - Enquiry

At the beginning of the year, we will drive and direct our attention to the mundane. 
Drawing on Hugo’s analysis of the medieval downfall of architecture’s symbolic 
power due to the printing press – we will focus our methodology on space. We trust 
the classical plan view to be our primary tool of production and reflection of our 
ideas. It allows us to read buildings through their spatial organisation rather than 
their immediate outlook. 

After this initial fast-paced workshop we will start to explore precedents. We will 
pay a visit to see projects in France, including the former site of Vincennes. The 
participating students will study fully working educational buildings and spaces 
but also visit architectural examples from architects such as Auguste Perret, Henri 
Labrouste and remote communities and their architectural manifestations such as 
Sainte Marie de La Tourette by Le Corbusier. Each participating student will choose 
one educational site for a more detailed case study.

The trip will be followed by workshops in writing but also modelling, digitally and 
physically. We will start to gather a library of geometries through photogrammetry 
and understanding of complex forms and best practice through 3d modelling 
techniques. The term will then culminate on a production of a small-scaled or 
handheld object showing detail and direct physical manipulation. 

As we experimented last year, we will set up a shared network location for shared 
digital assets ranging from reference texts to 3D models, from CAD templates to 
documentation. In addition to the pinup board, this network location will also serve 
as an exchange platform amongst the participants themselves. 

Early study models and plan of an expandable house, Maya Kleiman Inter12 2018

Drawing Tool - Simon Glemser –Inter12 2018
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It Takes A VIllage - Tamir Aharoni –Inter12 2018
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Term 2 - Refinement

By the beginning of Term 2, everyone will have a clear idea for a site and program 
ready. These ideas will get scrutinised and refined throughout the first weeks and 
tested with several perspectival images that represent the ideology of the projects 
as much as they do their spatial conditions. Students will learn to quickly sketch 
ideas through a combination of planar and perspective drawings in a siteless 
environment but also, on the contrary, analyse topography and climatic conditions; 
we will continue not only to go back to Paris but also to the student’s chosen site. As 
the hot summer is now over and as a response to most architecture that is designed 
and represented in a forever sunny and perfect digitally rendered environment 
you will document and understand the reality of the site and the changes that 
occur on it throughout the academic year. These changes will be modelled to the 
digital representations so that they can be better manifested or responded to in the 
proposals.

The projects at this point will start to get more refined as they need to be tested on 
site and against the climatic conditions. Each project will define an environmental 
strategy that determines its starting point towards Technical Studies. Intermediate 
12 TS is an integral part of the learning methods of our collective architectural 
production. Refining the understanding of the individual projects from a structural 
and environmental point of view will also play a big part in how the project unfolds 
materially and spatially.

Landscape section, Amy Glover and view of a proposed house with milkman approaching, Christopher Ioannou – Inter12 
2018
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A Loop That Meanders - Sofia Tabet-Aoul, Intermediate 12  2018
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Term 3 - “The Project That Keeps On Giving”

During Term 3, the students go through the production of the deliverables defined 
in Term 2. On given tasks, students who are inclined to specific representational 
modes or higher skills in other domains act as “mentors” to their peers. This level of 
qualification will continue to encourage a more collaborative environment for working 
where learning from peers is as relevant as is from the officially organised reviews.

On top of the individual project development and finalising the projects to be 
ready for formal reviews we will also define a small scale common project. This 
collective endeavour is a rolling project in the Unit which will keep on giving to the 
next generations of Inter 12 students. It can be either in the form of a simple spatial 
modification, new equipment, new objects or ideas that assist learning or increase 
the well-being of the students. 

An internal competition spanning over the Easter break will determine which project 
we pursue regarding our unit space so that the first day in Term 3 there will be a jury 
that will be choosing the right plan going forward towards construction. The project 
budget is going to be as minimal as it will be the given budget for the end of year 
exhibition.
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Model making from the previous year 2018. Top Left: Ellen Hu - Sectional model of a green house, Simon Glemser - a structural test model, Sofia 
Tabet-Aoul - 3D printed house and a geometric exploration in brass, Christopher Ioannou - a changing room in polished brass, Julian Morisset - a 
cantilever model, Maya Kleiman - a watertower and Bebe Wongchotsathit - a split
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Reference Info

Important participants of Vincennes (Professors, students etc):

Alain Badiou, Étienne Balibar, Roland Barthes, François Châtelet, Noam Chomsky, Hélène Cixous, 
Gilles Deleuze, Jacques Derrida, Dario Fo, Michel Foucault, André Glucksmann, Félix Guattari, 
Pierre Guyotat, Henri Laborit, Jacques Lacan, Georges Lapassade, Jean-François Lyotard, le mime 
Marceau, Herbert Marcuse, Jacques Marseille, Henri Meschonnic, André Miquel, Henri Mitterand, 
Mona Ozouf, Jean-Claude Passeron, Frank Popper, Jacques Rancière, Madeleine Rebérioux, 
Michel Serres, Tzvetan Todorov, Iannis Xenakis.

Important architects involved in the construction of the Cité U:
Le Corbusier, Willem Marinus Dudok, Heydar Ghiai and Claude Parent.
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Talks at the Centre Universitaire Experimental de Vincennes
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Projects from top left, Elisa Commanay - Non Stop Field, Romain Conti-Grantéral - Usine Á Habiter, Maya Kleiman - To Be Continued, 
on the right: Emma Voisin Isdahl - Monumentality to Mobility


